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Loose  lips  really  will  sink  this  ship 

Disasters  have  struck  oitoe 
aeain  irt  distant  reaches  of 
tbe  globe,  oeatins  scared 
and  hungiV  victims  who  have  ito 
idea  what  tne  future  holds. 

Southern  Baptists  —  and 
Mississippi  Bap&ts  —  will  be 
there.  They  wmv  t  be  fMtured  in  the 
headlittes  or  spotlighted  on  the 
nightly  television  news,  but  dwy 
are  there.  In  areas  where 

■  they  had  to  keep  their 
heads  down  even  before 
the  tsuirami  disaster,  dtqr 
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are  hard  at  work  to  coor¬ 
dinate  the  Southreif 
Baptist  response. 

Yeoas  of  trained 
Southern  Baptist  disaster 
relief  workers  are  gearing 
up  for  the  long-term 
recovery  effort, 

Mississippi 
includea.  They 


working  clowy  with 
m  H.  dwae  Southern  Baptist 

jl^  personnd  on  die  scene  to 

*  art  into  areas  where  no 

or  Christian  has  trod  in  gen- 

erationa.  There  are  at  feut 
three  ever^iresent  dangers  all  of 
them  face  durt  should  ke»  us  on  our 
knees  in  prayer  around  the  dodc 

•  Many  of  the  areas  in  die  path  of 
the  disasters  are  overwhelmingly  | 
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JimCwiv 
and  theology 

By  Russell  D.  Moore 
Louisville,  Ky. 
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rights  for  African-Americans  descendants  of  the  slaves 
in  this  country  wasn't  simply  around  theaiv 
a  "political"  question.  It  was-  The  idea  of  the  special  dig- 
n  t  merely  the  question  of,  as  nity  of  the  white  "race"  gaw 
M^n  Luther  Ktag  Jr.  put  it  something  of  a  feeling  of  aris- 
from  before  the  Lincoln  tocracy  to  those  who  were 
Memorial,  the  unfulfilled  otherwise  far  from  p 
promises  of  the  Declaration  of  while  fueling  Ae  fallen 
Independence  and  the  U.S.  human  passions  of  wrath. 
Constitution  (although  it  was  lealousy,  and  pride, 
nothing  less  than  that).  '  I-  rc 

At  its  root,  Jim  Crow  (and  repeated  the  oi 
the  spirit  of  Jim  Crow,  still 
aKve  and  sinister)  is  about  the¬ 
ology.  It's  about  die  ques 
of  die  "Godness"  of  God 
the  humanness  of  humanil 
White  supremacy  was, 
all  iniquity  from  the  Gai 


teanscend  Ae  limits  of  her  The  Gospel  that  reconciles 
reach  for  the  sons  of  slaveholders  with 
the  forbidden,  she  would  be  die  sons  of  slaves  is  the  same 
"like  God'  knowing  g<^  and  Gospel  that  reconciled  the 
evil.  He  suggestra  that  she  sow  of  Amalek  with  Ae  sons 
was  more  man  a  human;  she  of  Abraham.  If  is  a  Gospel 
;e,  goddess.  p  that  reclaims  the  dignity  of 

Thar  8  why  the  words  “1  Am  humanity  and  Ae  lordship  of 
a  Kto  were  more  than  a  polit-  God.  It  is  a  Gospel  that  pre- 
in  ^  r-  t  •  Jhey  Tvere  a  dieo-  sents  us  wiA  a  Brother  who 

In  so  dom&  logical  inanif^.  Those  brave-  puts  Ae  lie  to  any  claim  to 

^  wearing  those  signs  were  racial  superiority  w  He  takes 
thw-iTdecided  onAegl^andUmitsofour 
not  to  b^ve^  rhetoric  used  common  humanity  in  Adam. 
n^lh^fZJj  ^  ^  ^  to  I™  Crow  is  to  flight 

imals  ultimately  because  Jesus 

^  Ap'  k  i  O'  Christ  steps  forward  out  of 

history  an^ announces,  WiA 
refused  to  believe  die  props-  us,  "1  ^  a  Man." 
her  as  th^gh  had  domin-  ganda  (sometimes  propped  up  - 

SaX  oA^ t^v  EJ^J***  verS)  Ai  Moore,  o  BUoxi  native,  is 

SSj.K.fels 
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U.S.  abortion  rate  one  of  highest  in  world 

KTACU\/TffC  T» _  /nn  _ 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  At  some 
pomt  in  2010,  37  years 
removed  from  d^  Supreme 
Court's  Roe  v.  Wa^  deciaion, 
a  doctor  m  the  United  States 
performed  the  nation's  53 
millionth  legal  abortion,  a 
sobering  statistic  that  ethicists 
say  should  drive  the  public  to 
spieak  up  for  Ae  unborn. 

The  statistic  is  based  on  data 
compiled  by  the  Guttmacher 
Institute,  a  pro-choioe  organiza¬ 
tion  wliose  studies  are 
acknowledged  by  most  nu^r 
pfo-Kfe  organizations. 

The  nation's  abortion  rate 
reached  a  peak  of  1.6  millimi  in 
1990  and  has  steadily  fallen  in 
most  years  ever  since,  although 
Guttmacher's  latest  data  from 
2006  show  die  abortion  rate 
had  risen  slightly  to  1,212,0()0 
from  1,206,000  in 2005,  die  most 
recent  data  point. 

Because  Guttmacher  no 
longer  releases  abtwtion  data 
every  yeai;  the  53  million  flgure 
is  baM  on  assumptions  dirt  the 
abortion  xrte  leoMined  relative¬ 
ly  unchaiyd  in  2009  and  20ia 
The  19^  Roe  dedsiori,  oou- 
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effectively 
any  reason  during*  all  nine 
months  of  pregnancy. 

"Fifty-three  milUon  is  the 
population  of  a  medhim-size 
country.  Imagine  die  outcry  d 
die  pec^le.  ca  Sf»in  (46.1  mil¬ 
lion  people)  were  destroyed  ^ 
anoAer  nation,"  observed  C. 
Ben  MitcheD,  professor  of 
moral  philosophy  at  Union 
University  in  Jadoon,  Tn.,  and 
a  consutemt  to  the  Soudiem 
Baptist  Ethics  4c  Relirtous 
Liberty  Commisskm  (ERIC),  in 
a  EUptist  Press. 

"nt  most  of  die  world  is 
silent  about  the  destruction  of 
the  unborn.  Christian  love 
demands  that  we  weep  com¬ 
passionately  for  Ae  unborn, 
pray  fervendy  that  the  killing 
woCdd  stop,  work  urgently  for 
alternatives  to  abortion,  and 


become  the  voice  of  the  unborn 
in  the  public  square." 

The  United  States  has  one  of 
the  highest  abortion  rates  to  the 
developed  world,  and  alk>  some 
I  of  die  woritfs  most  liberal  rt>or- 
I  tion  laws.  Missusippi  has  only 
one  rtxxtion  dmic,  located  on 
State  Street  in  Jackson.  The  state 
is  considered  by  many 
observers  to  have  some  of  die 
nation's  most  stringent  laws 
dertirig  witiyAottion  facilities. 

J  The  Guttmacher  2006  data, 
ideased  diis  yeai;  also  diow^ 
that  17%  of  an  non-hospital  abor^ 
tions  were  chemical  abortions  — 
that  is,  abortions  pertomed 
usina  die  abortion  dnig  RU-486. 

RU  486,  also  known  as 
liUfepristone,  is  used  as  the 
first  jiart  in  a  two-step  prcxxss 
in  Ae  first  seven  weeks  of 
premvancy.  Mifepristone  caus¬ 
es  Ae  iiimg  of  the  uterus  to 
release  the  embryonic  child, 
resulting  in  his  or  her  deaA.  A 


Contraceptives  and  abortion 

MACmiD,  Spain  (BP) — A  newly  published  study  in  &>ain 
shows  increased  use  of  oontraceraves  Ad  not  result  m  a 
decreoM  in  abortions.  The  report  m  die  January  issue  of  the 
medkal  Journal  Cpntracteptton  Aowed  contraceptive  use  in 
women  of  childbearing  age  rose  by  30%  from  IW  to  2007. 
The  rate  of  elective  abortions,  howevei;  more  than  doubled 
from  552  to  11.49  per  IXWO  women.  The  lesulH  fly  in  the  face 
of  die  conventiond  Wisdom  espoused  thatgreater  use  of  con¬ 
traceptives  reduces  die  abortion  rate.  T&  study  andiots 
ofirtrtl  some  possible  explanations  for  this  apparent  inoon- 
gruire,  including  improved  abortion  reportii^  but  said  in 
condusion,  "The  reasons  to  die  increasing  rate  of  elective 
abortion  warrant  further  investigation."  toi-lito  Christina 
Dunigan  nvrote  about  the  results  at  her  blog  RealChoice: 
"Researchers  scratched  their  heads  in  bewilderment  liirely 
because  diey  don't  understand  risk  compensatiem.  If  you 
reduce  the  perceived  risks^of  a  behavior;  people  will  compen¬ 
sate  by  behaving  in  hi^im^risk  ways.  Sie  added,  "The  PiU 
Pushers  have  Aosen  to  ignore  die  data,  and  the  reality  of  how 
human  beings  work.  The  more  you  create  an  envinmment  in 
whiA  people  perceive  sex  as  low-risk,  Ae  more  people  will 
engage  in  risky  sex." 


different  drug,  misoprostoL  is 
taken  two  days  after  mifepris¬ 
tone  and  causes  a  woman's 
uterus  to  contract,  expelUng 
herdoad  baby. 

"Too  many  of  us  fail  to  real¬ 
ize  die  magnitude  of  abortion's 
inqwet  on  sciciety,"  said  ERLC 
president  Richaifd  Land.  "If 
Qirirt-toUowers  are  not  stag- 
wred  by.  die  fnm^r  of  babies 
mat  have  been  aborted  sinoe 
die'1973  Supreme  Court  ruling 
in.  Roe.  y,  _yitde,  it  suggests  we 
lupw  bciqght  into  the  notion 
diat  it  is  permissible  to  take  the 
life  of  a  child  if  its  birA  will 
inccmvenience  odiers. 

"As  believers  who  Acnild 
b-i  fully  aware  of  God's  per¬ 
sonal  involvement  in  the  cre- 
adon  of  eaA  human  being,  we 
have  every  reason  to  be  nght- 
eously  indignant  at  society's 
callous  attitude  toward  me 
unborn,  but  more  than  diat  we 
are  morally  obligated  to  do 
something  to  stem  die  shed¬ 
ding  of  inncKent  Mood  at  die 
I  ian«  of  aboAonists." 

Laws  are  importimt  Land 
.aid,  but  it's  "more  important 
to  change  hearts." 


"It  is  about  changing 
hearts,  paAcularly  through 
Christ-centered  ministries  to 
women  who  are  in  what  they 
consider  to  be  crisis  pregnan¬ 
cies  and  in  teaAing  our  own 
children  about  Ae  piecious- 
ness  of  every  human  life," 
Land  said. 

The  nation's  abo  Aon  rate  is 
so  hijA  because  the  large 
majority  of  aboAons  are  done 
for  convenience.'  Accorc^g  to 
a  2004  GuttmacAer  study  of 
women  who  had  had  abor¬ 
tions,  rape  and  increst  each 
were  cited  by  less  than  half  of 
one  percent  of  all  women  who 
underwent  aboAon. 

All  totaL  86%  died  reasons 
of  convenience:  25%  said 
weren't  ready  to  a  child,  23' 
said  they  couldn't  affoA  to 
have  one,  19%  said  diey  Adn't 
want  any  more  children,  eight 
nt  said  they  Adn't  want  to 
a  singte  motner  or  tiiey  had 
relation^p  problems,  seven 
percent  said  tiiey  were  tcx> 
young  to  have  a  diuA  and  four 
pocent  said  tiiey  believed  a 
child  would  interrere  wiA  their 
education  or  career.  . 


Looki}}^^  buck 


3i  College  celebrates  175  years  of  academic  excellence 
Jan.  24  wim  a  convocation.  The  Baptist-affiliated  univeraty  was 
founded  on  Jan.  25, 1826  as  Hampstead  Academy. 


Ingram  Chunk,  Prentiss  Assodation,  minister  of  music  Lee 
Crawford  retires  after  serving  Ae  Aunk  for  35  years.  He  has  taught 
singing  schools,  written  songs,  composed  miisic,  and  organized  and 
lA  the  Crawford  Quartet,  which  has  sung  in  revivals  and  singings 
and  hundreds  of  funeral  services. 


Gulfshore  Assembly  hosts  the  annual  mid-winter  Orientation 
Conference  for  newly  appointA  missionaries  sponsored  by  the 
Foreign  Mission  Boa  A  Jan.  13  -  20  as  Ae  first  conference  of  1961. 
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You  Can  Restond 
RkhtNowI 


Sirmlysh 
uhth  God 


myouToum  won 


L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  treA  )rou. 
(J  have  ained.) 

2.  I  want  fotgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  AA  and  rose 
from  tile  grave  to  foigive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  wiA  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faiA,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  wiA  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.). 

“But  as  many  os  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  beome 
(Mdren  ofCod,  even  to  Bwse  loho 
belieoe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


January  20, 2011 
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Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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Madison;  Hrst  Chtuch, 
Raynumd;  First  Churdi, 
Mendenhall;  First 

Church,  Houston;  and 
Hollandale  Church.  He 
lives  in  D'Lo  and  is 
available  for  sup- 

er,  revivals,  Bible  stud- 
,  and  inteiitn  pas¬ 
torates.  He  will  conbnue 
to  speak-at  banquets  and 
entertaining  with  his 
magic  and  humor.  He 
can  be  reached  at  P.O. 
Box  208,  lyLo,  MS  39062 
or  at  (601)  847-4991  or 
517-2468. 


Haw  fan  with  cryptography  ami 
txercUa  your  BMe  knotoledge.  A 
Km  itme$  VertiomBM*  wrse  has 
tpUtiartiMifutton. 
The  'Mine  Utter  U  Mthetttnted 
ihra  tghaut  the  puaU.  SUve  by 
trial  and  errte.  Answer  to  last 
work's  puzzle:  LahrlSu:  Thirty 


CALVARY  RAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Clevctand,  MS  is  seeking  a  paid  nun- 
ery  wotker  for  Sund^  and 
Wednesdays.  Please  tend  resume 
wMi  leteterKes  to:  Chainnan,  Search 
Cemwitlefc  Catvaiy  BaptisI  Church, 


-cnif  gwes  jiid  Or^  IricToWBWw  i«dijiitf.  Aleo7a>^ 
SSfi:  hymnals.  For  mom  infer- 

jggyoy*?-  mationcalf662  453-7«4i«faxusa 

h62-*5S4>743. _ ^  = 


pojron  of  Student  and  Adult 
bisciptahip  Minitser  Send  sasumes  or 
inquatat  to  tooosWtooosjois  or  mail  to 
Hrst  Baptist  Church,  ATTN;  Search 
Committee,  602  Washington  Aae. 
Ooe«sSpi1tws,MS99S64.  IheChurch 
phone  number  is  call  228-875-4532 


PRAYin  Points  - 
What  is  Prayer? 

From  time  to  time  surv^s 
are  taken  trying  to  determine 
how  many  people  prtW- 
Percentages  are  nearly 
always  fwly  high  indicating 
duit  people  across  America 
pray.  I  remember  when  dte 
^  miners  were  trappy  and 
then  *^entually  delivered 
tom  the  mine  in  Chile.  One 
of  the  men  being  inter¬ 
viewed  said  dtat  before  this 
he  was  not  a  praying  man. 
During  the  ^ys  when  they 
were  trapped  berteath  a  half- 
mile  of  rock,  he  learned  to 
pray.  In  fact  during  the 
early  days  they  were 
entrapped  in  total  darkitess. 
They  cud  not  know  if  anyone 
knew  whether  they  were 
alive  or  dead  or  if  anyone 
was  searching  for  them. 
They  did  isot  l^w  if  it  was 
day  or  nic^t  or  what  day  it 
was.  In  me  desperation  of 
that  environment  he  begtfn 
,  to  pray. 

I  suppose  at  its  elemen¬ 
tary  level  prayer  could  be 
described  as  a  numan  being 
reaching  out  to  God.  For 
most  ot^us,  we  have  discov¬ 
ered  that  it  is  more  than  just 
a  mental  exerdse.  It  can 
become  an  intense,  personal, 
emotional,  and  spiritual 
encounter  widi  God.  What 
is  involved  in  diis  experi¬ 
ence?  In  today's  prayer 
point  let  me  point  to  four 
elements  involved  in  prayer. 

TalfciMg  “■  J*r«y*f  f*  vyr  _ 
thoNgiif^  our  SDords,  ostr 
feelings,  mud  omr  needs 
pointed  to  God.  It  may  be 
that  you  talk  to  God  about 
your  difficulties.  You  may 
not  feel  free  to  talk  to  any 
other  person  about  the  pudt 
pull,  and  strains  of  life,  but 
you  can  talk  to  God  about 
them.  He  cares.  He  will  lis¬ 
ten,  and  He  can  help.  It  may 
be  that  prayer  will  center  on 
a  decision.  The  wonderful 
thing  is  that  you  can  talk  to 
Goa  about  every  decision. 
Life's  greatest  turns  and 
twists  or  things  that  seem  to 
be  insignificant  to  others  but 
they  are  important  to  you 
ana  indeed,  my  are  impor¬ 
tant  to  God.  It  may  be  ffiat 
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you  want  to  talk  to  God 
dfbut  your  dreams  or  the 
desires  of  your  heart.  Take 
ffiem.to  Him.  Prayer  does 
not  stop  ffiere. 

Listening  -  Strang  isn't 
it,  that  so  many  metes  we 
talk  to  God  but  zoe  do  not  lis¬ 
ten  to  Him  when  He  wants  to 
talk  to  us?  Repeatedly  Jesus 
said,  "He  who  has  ears  to 
hear;  let  him  hear."  He  was 
talking  about  our  spiritual 
eare^  our  roiritual  serisitivity 
to  allow  God  to  come  and 
bring  His  wisdom  to  whatev¬ 
er  we  may  be  dealing  wiffi  at 
the  time.  Sometimes  we  may 
be  like  Samuel  who  heard 
God  calling  his  name  in  the 
night.  He  mought  that  it  was 
his  mentor  and  friend,  Eli. 
However  Eli  had  tite  wi^om 
to  t^  Sanuiel,  "Ihc  next  time 
you  hear  His  voice  answer  by 
saying,  'si>eak  Lord  for  thy 
servantiveaieth'."  Uyoii  talk 
to  God,,  tupe.liT:  tq  to 
Itim.  Be,  aa^  tirnium  tite 
day  and.  in  every  situation  to 
hear  His  voice  as  He  ^ves 
you  direetkm.  Prayer  jdoes 
not  stop  there.  ' 

Obeyiffg  is  a  key  cotnpo- 
nent  o/  you 

ask  and  God  speaks  and 
leads  you,  obey  ffim.'  At 
times.  He  may  give  you  an 
answer  that  oimgs  every¬ 
thing  into  focus  and  sudden¬ 
ly  you  realize  that  this  is  a 
God  thing  and  a  God 
moment  in  your  Ufe.  It  is  a 
time  of  celebration  as  you 
obey  Him.  At  times,  when 
you  hear  from  God  it  may 


power  or  thp  manifestation 
of  His  love  we  stop  there, 
wrap  it  up  in  a  package,  and 
celebrate  God's  goodness. 
When  God  answers  mir 
prayers.  He  is  simply  taking 
us  to  a  new  lev^.  He  is 
opening  a  new  realm  of  life 
and  ol^ience  for  us.  He 
does  not  want  us  to  stop  but 
to  stay  with  Him  and  contin¬ 
ue  in  the  journey  of  faitit  and 
obedience.  Sometimes 
instead  of  staying  the  course, 
we  stop.  When  tiuit  occurs, 
we  may  deny  or  at  least 
delay  the  work  qf  God  and 
what  He  wants  to  do  in  us. 

While  the  entire  life  and 
ministry  of  Jesus  was 
wrapped  up  in  prayer,  just 
think  about  the  dosing  of 
His  life  as  He  prayed 
the  cross.  Those  moments 
led  to  His  death... then  His 
resurrection... then  to  the 
transformation  of  disci¬ 
ples. ..then  to  His  glorious 
ascension.  As  you  pray,  stay 
with  Him. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
jfutralPmbcbung. 


Joe  Herndon  has  retired 
after  47  years  as  a  pastor. 
He  pastu^  12  churches, 
most  in  northeast  - 
MissisBippi  and  two  pio¬ 
neer  mission  diurches  in 
Colorado.  He  now  lives 
Pontotbc  CoCntjT  Ritd. 
avaVable  for  supply. 
aiMl  intecim:  work.  He 
onay  be  contacted  at  (662)  - 
41^-1933  OR  297-66ia 

.  James  E.  Smitii  recently 
retired  tom  the  pastoral 
minist^  retiring  from 
First  Oiurch,  Collins, 
where  he  served  seven 
years.  He  was  called 
into  the  ministry  while 

.  in  high  sdiool  and  was 
ordairvRd  at  First 
Churc^  Magee.  He  was 
a  student  at  Mississippi 
Collie  and  Southern 
Seminary.  He  has  served 
at  Broadmoor  Church, 


406  Orchard  Park  • 
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Miss.  Baptist  pens  novels  offering  pro-life  perspective 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  — 
Stephanie  McAllister's  breakup  witii 
Sonny  Shamrock  was  so  devastating 
that  she  never  told  him  of  her  pregnan¬ 
cy.  Ixutead,  she  aborted  the  baby, 
(uopped  out  of  church  in  the  suburban 
town  of  Westiiaven,  Miss.,  and  became  a 
reporter  on  women's  affoirs  for  a  metro- 
politan  newspaper. 

The  novel,  A  Scent  of  Jasmine,  be^ns 
14  years  later  when  heuth  issues  briiu 
Stephanie,  now  35,  bade  to  Dr.  Ward's 
clinic  where  her  abortion  was  per¬ 
formed.  There  she  meets  Libby 
Anderson,  the  14-year-old  adopted 
daughter  of  her  former  patoi;  picketing 
against  abortion  at  the  dink. 

Stephanie  is  unmoved  by  Libby's 
passion  for  the  uitbom  but  does 
promise  to  use  her  skills  as  a  reporter 
to  help  Libby  find  her  biological  motii- 
er.  ^epharue  increasingly  strug^es 
with  her  pro-choice  views  as  her  love 
for  Libby  grows,  but  the  search  for 
Libby's  mother  is  complicated  by  a 
death  in  Westhaven. 

As  a  funeral  turns  to  chaos,  Statiianie 
and  the  town  are  forever  changed. 

"Fiction  is  not  preaching  to  some¬ 
body,  so  you're  writing  a  sto^  that  has 
to  be  believable  and  nas  to  be  com¬ 
pelling  in  its  characters,"  said  David 
Dcxdcery,  a  Missisaippi  geologist  and 
author  o<f  A  Scent  of  Jasmine. 


people 


asscKiate  with. 

She  explains  her¬ 
self  in  the  story  in 
a  way  that  you 
could  understand 
her  and  kind  of 
see  her  side," 

Dexhery,  a  mem¬ 
ber  ancl  Sunday 
School  leader  at 
Pocahontas 
Church  near 
Jackson,  told 
BapM  Press. 

'Xibby  provid¬ 
ed  an  altenuite 
view.  You  can 
kind  of  have  the 
debate  within  a 
story  that  is  com¬ 
pelling,  without 
leding  like  you're 
reading  some¬ 
thing  you  don't 
want  to  read." 

Thou^  he  had 
written  two  nov¬ 
els  on  other  sub¬ 
jects,  Dockery's 
thcMidits  on  abor¬ 
tion  Ira  to  a  book  he  hopin  win  change 
hearts  as  part  of  the  proBfe  movement 

'As  a  writer;  I  try  to  think  of  how  a 
leacierwinieactwhentheyhavethiBreal- 
te.  Ihe  story  kmd  of  writes  itsdf  (duDcig^] 
characters  that  mean  sometiiing  to  you 
and  you  care  about  them,"  Dodci^  saicL 


"To  have  them 
go  duou^  a  con¬ 
version  experience 
on  tiiis  issue,  that 
can  iinpact  a  read¬ 
er.  There  are 
women  in  all- kinds 
of  situations  like 
this,  and  a  fictfonal 
story  can  help 
tiiem  sort  tiiis  out.^ 
As  for  how  a 
story  like  this 
might  affect  a 
woman  who  feels 
remorse  about  an 
itortion,  Dcxkery 
said  it  is  best  to 
come  to  terms  with 
such  an  act  as 
painful  as  that 
may  be,  in  order  to 
receive  fornveness 
as  weU  as  healing 
and  encourage¬ 
ment  from  God 
The  central 
thane  erf  A  Scent  of 
Jasmine,  he  saicL  is 
that  each  unborn 
child  is  unicpie  and  children  hold  unlim¬ 
ited  promise  and  hope  for  tiieir  families, 
tiieir  cxnnmunities  and  the  worlcL 

"There  will  be  a  day  to  con»  in 
which  we  will  see  what  was  missed 
brause  a  chUd  was  not  here  to  make  a 
difference,"  he  said. 


Dockery  told  of  a  14-year-old  girl 
named  Laney  Frazia  who  read  me 
book  five  times.  Frazier's  mother 
Works  with  Pro-Life  Mississippi,  and 
the  girl  has  ministered  outside  of 
abortion  clinics  for  years.  She  sings 
bymns  while  her  mother  counsas 
wc^en  to  choose  life  for  their 
unTOm  children. 

"(The  book]  touched  my  life  about 
abortions.  It  made  you  want  to  save 
the  lives  of  these  babies,"  Frazier  said. 
"Girls  who  are  pregnant  can  pick  up 
the  book  and  see  mat  there  is  hope. 
They  should  not  feel  condemnecl  but 
should  turn  their  life  over  to  Christ." 

C.  Ben  Mitchell,  professor  of  moral 
philosop^  at  Union  Universi^  in 
Jackson,  Tn.,  recommended  a  list  of 
five  novels  with  a  pro-life  perspective: 

•  Children  of  Men,  by  P.D.  James. 

•  The  Thanatos  Syndrome,  by  Walka 
Percy. 

•  Never  Let  Me  Go,  by  Kazuo 
Ishiguro. 

•  Winterflight,  by  Joseph  Bayly. 

•  Healing  Noelle,  by  Michael  J. 
Huckabee. 

•  False  Positive,  by  William  Cutrer 
and  Sandra  Glahn. 

•  A  Perfect  Persecutioa  by  James  R. 
Lucas.  ' 

Editor's  note:  Dockery's  novel  is  availidile 
from  the  publisher  oaldara.com,  and  suck 
outlets  as  amazon.oom  and 
barnesandrwble.com. 


First  person:  CP  gifts  have  impact  from  Mississippi  around  world- 

"  _  _ _ _ nAMvf  nS  luftwiuMw'iiil  RHiiraHnn  thmufffi  the  Coooerative 


■y  Jaaaiia  M.  Stewart 


The  Ccxiperative  Program 
(CP)  is  designed  to  combine  the 
financial  lesouioes  erf  participst- 
ii^  Southern  Baptist  Ouirdias 
and  their  giving  members  to 
order  to  communicate  tite 
Goand  to  the  nations  and  fulfill 
tite  Great  Cdmmisaion. 

The  CP  continues  to  be  the 
best  and  most  conmrtiKnsive 
strategy  for  accompfishing  this 
missfon.  While  a  percentage  erf 
CP  dollars  is.annually  directed 
to  the  International  Mission 
Board,  aportion  of  CP  dollars  is 
allocatea  to  local  and  national 
strate^  mission  endeavors 
widt  me  same  goal  in  mind. 

Members,  of.  _  hWimssippi 
Baptist  diurdws  who  invest 
in  missions  by  giving  through 
the  Cooperative  Program 
should  be  encouraged  to 
learn  of  two  strategic  CP 
funded  mission  efforts. 

The  first  is  the  Board  of 
Ministerial  Educatiem  (BME), 
located  right  here  in  Mississippi. 
The  BME  was  estalrfished  by  TO 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
in  1889  hM- the  purpose  of  grant¬ 
ing  a  portion  of  Cooperative 
Program  dollars  to  students 
preparing  for  ministry  at 
Mississippi  Baptist  colleges  and 
universities. 

These  dollars  are  granted 
solely  to  students  who  are 
preparing  to  serve  the  local 
church  in  ministry  assign- 
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ments,  from 
Mississippi  and 
North  America 
to  the  worid. 
Students  must 
complete  a  rig¬ 
orous  applica¬ 
tion  and  inters 
view  process  to 
qualify  for  these 
grants  tfid  agree 
to  reimburse  die 
BME  either  with 
months  of  ser- 


‘  Courtney  adds,  "We 
are  currently  assisting 
190  students  witii  a 
$^.00  a  month  grant 
from  Mississippi 

Baptists.  The  BME 
recentiy  allocated  emer¬ 
gency  tunds  to  a  student 
whose  fondly  home  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 
Without  Cooperative 
Program  funds,  this  stu¬ 
dent  would  have  likely 
withdrawn  from  min- 


vioe  equal  to  months  of  grants  istw  preparation." 
received,  or  in  actual  dollars.  Steve  Wilson,  pastor  of 

Since  Hi  inception,  die  BME  Meadow  Grove  Churdi  m 


Since  its  inception,  die  BME 
has  given  grants  to  students 
who  have  attended  Blue 
Mountain  College  in  Blue 
Mountaifv  the  forma  Clarke 
Ccrflege  in  Newton,  Mississippi 
Ccrflege  in  CEnton,  and  WQliam 
Carey  University  in 
Hatteisbuig.  Many  of  tiiese  stu¬ 
dents  continue  to  serve  in 
Mississippi  Baptist  churdtes 
around  me  nation  and  through¬ 
out  the  worldl 

Ruthie  Courtney,  secretary 
to  the  BME  for  25  years,  esti¬ 
mates  ^t  ova  25%  of  the  Ce¬ 
rent  men  and  women  serving 
in  Mississippi  Baptist  dturdies 
have  received  MBCB 
Coopierative  Program  grants 
throu^  the  BME.  ^  goes  on 
to  say,  "Working  with  rallrae 
students  who  are  preparing  for 
ministiy  and  misskm  assign¬ 
ments  is  a  blessing  that  should 
be  shared  with  every  Baptist  in 
our  state." 


Brandon,  serves  the  BME  as  its 
current  president  He  adds, 
"The  odl  to  minister  indudes  a 
can  to  prepare.  Helping  stu¬ 
dents  wim  TOir  finanoal  needs 
vdiOe  prepare  fm*  ministry 
is  a  win-wm  opportunity  diat 
makes  me  prerud  to  be  a 
Mississippi  Baptist. 

"Every  member  of  every 
church  who  gives  faithfwUy 
thrmigh  die  Cewperative 
Program  is  taking  part  in  die 
preparation  of  the  next  genaa- 
tion  of  church  leaders  icxaUy, 
nationaUy,  and  internationally. 
To  God  be  the  Gloty."  ’ 

The  second  Ccxiperatiye 
Program  funded  stratc^c  mis¬ 
sion  effort  is  KALEO.  This 
North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB)  network  is  designed 
to  assist  students  in  "identify¬ 
ing  and  committing  to  a  specif¬ 
ic  railing  to  serve  Gcxl  voca¬ 
tionally.^  The  members  of  die 


Bond  of  Minislerial  Education 
have  unaniinously  and  confi- 
dendy  endorsed  ICALEO  and 
encourage  all  students  who 
have  a  sense  of  God's  calling  to 
full  time  vocational  ministiy  to 
prayeifiilly  oonsida  attenaing 
a  future  KALEO  evoH. 

The  next  KALEO  event  will 
be  h^  at  Mississippi  Ccrfl^ 
on  Feb.  18-19.  For  registration 
information,  go  to  www.kale- 
onetwork.com/evehts/  and 
dkk  on  KA133  Kfississippi. 

For  more  information  about 
die  Board  of  Ministerial 
EducatioiV  go  to  wwwjrdxhAJtg 
and  dick  on  agencies. 

The  memMrs  of  the  BME 
thank  Mississippi  Baptists, 
who  give  faidifuUy  in'  partid- 
pation  widi  the  C<»perative 
Program.”  Thank  700  for 
investing  in  die  preparation  of 
die  next  generation  of  churdi 
leaders.  Without  faithful 
Mississippi  Baptists  and  their 
churches  continuing  to  give 


through  the  Cooperative 
Program,  strategic  mission 
efforts  like  these  would  lose 
dieir  funding  and  dieir  Great 
Commission  impact. 

Every  time  a  member  of  a 
Ccxmerative  Program  support- 
bw  dnirch  puts  even  the  small¬ 
er  gift  in  the  offering  plate,  its 
impact  reaches  all  across  our 
state  and  to  the  ends  of  the 
earth.  Give  faithfullv  in  2011. 
Give  generously  every  wedc. 

Give  to  the  glo^  of  God 
through  the  work  of  the 
Cooperative  Program  and 
when  you  do,  you  can  be  con¬ 
fident  that  you  are  assisting 
students  in  dieir  preparat^ 
for  ministry  and  impacting 
the  world  with  the  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Ouist. 

_ _ _ _ _ 

Editor's  rude:  Stewart  is  senior 
pastor  of  First  CHurch,  Gulfport, 
and  currently  serves  as  vice-presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Board  cf  Ministerial  Uucation. 
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5.  fiat  OnudL  New  Alb«y 


Bey 

Townsend 


SprirM  Qinrch, 
end  ‘LoiBasttnity, 
Kemper  Ccnaity,  is  having  a 
Celebraticm  of  DedicaMn 
Jan  30,  11  ajn.,  tor  their 
newly  re-decorated  and 
expended  auditorium. 

First  Chntch  Glendale, 
Hattiesbnrg,  is  hosting 
^an  Parker  to  concert  Mrm 
24,  7  p.m.  Tickets,  $10  to 
-advsHoe,  $12  nt  fire  door; 
Itouted  supply  of  artist  cir¬ 
cle  tickets  tor  $25.  For  tick- 
fta  or  information,  call 
(601)  582-8530. 

3-  Glade  aaidi,  Laniri,  wfll 
host  Carroll  Roberson  Jan.  23. 
noberaon  wiB  preach  at  1030 
ejrt  and  present  a  goepS 
music  oonoeit  at  6  vjo/ta 
more  infannation,  cafl  (601) 
6494246  or  visit  www«lade- 
baptMchuichcom. 


^  Hnt  Church,  Bcnndale 


A  The  chOdien's  choir  of 
Madden  Church,  Madden 
Pjmeirted  toe  program, 
uuistmas  Around  toe  WbticL 
9wwn  are  toe  partidpants. 

15*  6. 

ChurcS,  New  Albany, 
CTjoyed  a  visit  from 
Gheoea  Funderburk,  mls- 
fionary  kid  and  Bhie 

Mountain  College  atud^. 


Acteen  leaders  are  Jane 
Goode,  Joy  McCoUough, 
and  Niria  Gillian;  Rickey 
Blythe,  pmtor.  Shown  are 
toe  paitrdpants. 

first  Church,  Bcnndale, 
presMted  The  Christmas 
story  Dec  19,  2010.  Shown 
are  toe  partidpants. 
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many  needs  still  there 


PCdrr-AU-FWNCE,  Haiti  (BP 
and  local  reports) — Carved  toto 
toe  concrete  flcxrr  of  a  one-room 
house  to  Port-au-Pttooe,  Haiti's 
capital  are  toe  words  "V^to  God 
all  thtos  are  posaible.'' 

The  family  living  toere  lost 
their  home  Jan.  12,  MIO,  rvhen 
a  7.0-magidtude  earthquake 
shook  Haiti,  claiming  2%,000 
lives  and  leaving  mote  than  13 
million  people  homeless. 

Now  this  family  has  a  home 
to  call  their  own  again.  It's  a  sim¬ 
ple  12-by-16-foot  fiouse  of  dnder 
blocks  snd  wcxxl  with  a  tin  roof. 

Those  words  —  written  to 
toe  local  Creole  language  —  are 
a  powerful  reminder  of  how 
Gcm  has  Ueaoed  toem. 

"Every  time  they  step  on 
that  doorstep,  there  it  is  at 
their  feet,*  said  Mark 
Rutledge,  an  Intematicmal 
Missiem  Board  missionary 
assisting  with  Haiti  relief 
efforts.  In-  recent  months, 
Rutledge  has  visited  more 
than  100  families  who  now 
have  new  homes. 

"It's  hard  to  describe  the 
toankfulness  pecqile  have  for 
what  has  been  done  for  them," 
added  Rutledge,  who  curtentiy 
is  stateside  but  plans  to  return 
to  Haiti  with  his  family. 

Throu^  a  collaborative 
effixt  caliM  Rebuild  Haiti,  the 
International  Mission  Board, 
Baptist  Global  Response  (BGRl 
the  Florida  Baptist  Convention, 
Southern  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief,.. and.  Haitian.  Baptiste 
plan  to  build  3,200  houres  by 
toe  end  of  2013. 

The  number  could  rise  to 
as  many  as  6,200  houses,  said 
Jeff  Palmer,  executive  director 
of  BGR. 

Stooe  toe  disastei^  Southern 
Bmtiats  have  given  more  than 
$l3  million  to  relief  efibtls.  to 
addittan  to  building  hcxnes, 
these  funds  have  hdped  provide 


temporary  shelters,  medical 
cate,  food  supplies  and  dean 
water  to  despemle  Haitiaiw. 

Now,  the  main  focus  is 
building  homes  at  a  cost  of 
about  $4500  eadv  "Wie  like  this 
transitianal  house  we're  work¬ 
ing  with,"  Palmer  said.  "It's 
fuM  one  room,  but  M's  expand¬ 
able.  They  can  put  anotoer 
room  on  —  or  two  rooms.  It 
gives  them  aomethbre  to  start 
with  that  they  can  buud  on." 

A  drive  throi^  the  capital 
dty  of  Port-au-PrirK*  contin¬ 
ues  to  reveal  the  magnitude 
toe  damage  from  a  year  ago. 
Thousands  of  Haitians  still 
live  under  tarps  in  cramped, 
unsanitary  tent  dties. 

The  few  Haitians  whose 
homes  have  been  rebuilt  are 
Rireading  their  joy  and  appteda- 
non  by  helping  others  m  dieir 
oooununities.  Haitiars  are  pick¬ 
ing  up  hammers,  puduiw  whed- 
barows,  snd  working  akmgskie 
vohmteers  snd  mtottonaries  to 
h^  rebuild  homes  snd  tores. 

The  rebuild  also  is  helpiiw 
tire  local  economy  and  provid 
tog  more  jobs  for  peoi^  out  of 
work.  "You're  not  just  building 
houses,"^  Pafaner  sakL  "You're 
stimulatoig  local  industry  as 
weO.  The  houses  are  aD  buitt  out 
of  materials  tost  are  available 
[locally].  Dotog  things  VuaJiy, 
you  put  local  •»* 


—  In  the  Ian  TOlm),  eaatoquake  in  Haiti,  InT^hatiohal 

Mark  RuBa^  colleaed  amnm  aad-contact  information  that  Southern 
I*'— I  miriiwniry  has  visited  more  than  100  fami- 

a  collaborative  effort  called  Rebuild  Haiti,  Southern  Baptists 
plan  to  buM  3,200  houses  by  the  end  of  201-3.  (BP  photo) 


Teams  of  Hail 


to  work." 
abo  are 


being  tratoed  to  leaa  tiie  work 
efibrt.  "Our  goal  is  to  have  10  to 
20  Haitian  teams  that  are  out 
hefoittg  to  build  tfaeae  houses," 
Pafiner  said.  "It  gives  them 
ownership,  gets  them  involved, 
ftives  toem  income  and  a  jeto.  to 
me  long  run,  it's  going  to  take 
Haitians  to  rcbuUa  Hmi." 

Local  churches  also  are  Join¬ 
ing  the  effort  and  resdrtog  out 
to  toose  in  need.  One  of  tiiose 
churches  is  Shiloh  Baptist 
Chuidv  located  on  one  ot  toe 


matw  Port-au-Prinoe  streets  hh 
hani  by  the  earthquake. 

A  year  ago,  toe  disaster 
daimed  toe  me  of  toe  church's 
pastor;  three  dtuich  leaders,  and 
trKxe  than  20  other  members  attd 
destroyed  most  of  their  I 


to  happen  can 


In  toe  weeks  foUowm  the  < 
quake,  many  of  its  800  members 
were  livtog  outsidt  toe  dumh 
buAdBng  under  blue  tarps. 

"All  our  strong  leaders  to  tire 
church  who  were  spiritual 
mants  were  prepared  to  go  to 
toe  Lord...  were  the  ones  who 
were  taken,"  said  one  member 
just  days  after  ti»e  disaster.  "We 
don't  Know -where  out  future 
leaders  will  come  from." 

Another  church  member 
added,  "The  same  God  that 


^ONEft  —  )o  Brown;  whose  husband  Davkf  directs  toe  work  of^ptist  Global 
Ik  toc-Amcricas,  visits  a  newly  constructed  transitional  home  in  Haiti  maw  of  cinder, 
Inti  wood  with  a  tin  roof.  "Ifs  just  one  room,  but  it's  expandable,"  saystaff  Primer,  BCR 
cNractor.  It  gives  them  something  to  start  with  that  th^  can  build  on.*  (BP  phe^) 


allowed  this 
rebuild  it." 

Ore  year  latec  the  < 

tion  worship)  urder  ti _ 

ah^  of  a  new  pastor  to  die  lower; 
operveir  portm  of  their  facility, 
whkh  remains  dattuiged  but 
usable.  Quldten's  dasses  are 
now  held  under  the  Uue  tarps 
when  diurdi  membeiB  Jived. 

"Shiloh  k  dotog  fairly  well' 
said  Rutledge,  who  had  regu¬ 
larly  attended  the  church  years 
ago  with  his  tamily.  "They  are 
actively  involved  irow  to 
rebuilding  hotttet  to  their 
area...  redoing  and  helping  peo- 
ple  to  repair  houses." 

The  Gospel  also  b  sproodiiw 
as  oottgregations  who  tost  thm 
buildtogs  rdocale  to  areas  ntoere 
tiiere  weren't  any  churches, 
Rutledge  said.  "Wenavedturdi- 
es  to  places  that  never  had 
churches  before  sinqtiy  because 
of  tire  earthquake  btingtog 
down  the  butidn^  I  think 
bsen  a  huge  positive...  conttou- 
ir(g  to  see  people  baptized  atrd 
aboepttog  Chnst  to  toe  church 
congregations  that  continue  on." 

Voninteer  medical  teams 
from  the  United  States  also  con¬ 
tinue  to  treat  eartiKjuake  vic¬ 
tims' Itogettog  heohfa  ptobleons, 
todudtog  titose  affected  by  the 
recent  cholera  outbreak.  More 
than  3,000  Haitians  have  died 
from  the  epidemic,  accotdtog  to 
reoertt  missionaty  reports. 

IMB  missioruuy  Deknes 
York  vividly  remembers  what 
tire  first  few  wedcs  after  the 
eaitiiquake  were  like  when  she 
aito  her  husbaird  Sam  hriped 
wito  a  medical  dtoic  alorrg 
Haiti's  border'  with  ^ 
Dominican  Repitolk. 

The  Texas  native  held  tire 
hattds  of  the  wouttded  aitd  frit 
helpleas  arouird  so  many  who 
neriled  hrip.  “if  your  head  was 
still  attachril,  ]rou  Idrrd  of  went 


to  tire  bottom  of  tire  list,"  York 
said.  "The  most  critical  were 
seen  first  Some  people  didn't 
get  much  care." 

Today,  Haitians  still  come 
toto  Hinics  with  old  eaito()uake 
wouirds  that  were  never  treated. 
Some  have  todentions  to  their 
skuOs.  Some  compUto  of  mem- 
o^h3aB.Otirmhavebocwstiito , 
did  trot  heal  correctly. 

"There's  trot  much  you  can 
do  for  those  things,"  York 
said.  "Sometimes  ifs  just 
somebexly  taking  tire  time  to 
care  and  take  a  look  and 
sometimes  pray  for  them." 

Yoriebriieves  tire  Hato  eartir- 
cpiake  has  been  a  spiritual 
wakeup  call  for  itrany  flaitians, 
but  as  time  passes,  she 
acknowledges  that  tire  porver  of 
tire  wakeup  call  will  dwtodle. 
"All  of  ttiis  will  die  out.,  but 
>Ie  are  willing  to  trik  about 
pie  that  normally 
lo  il"  she  said,  nop 
vitch 


peopk 

ctod,  peopk 
ouldn't  do 


tog  that  sottre  vexxlex)  wit 
dcKtors  have  turned  to  Gcxl 
stooe  the  quake. 

YoA  sard  that  as  Haiti  hides 
from  front-page  irews,  she  prays 
that  Southern  Baptists  won't 
forget  what  happerred  there. 
"You  don't  see  it  on  tire  irews, 
but  they  treed  prayer;"  she  said. 
"If  3tou  oouldnt  send  money,  if 
you  couldn't  go  and  be  tirm 
yourself  and  hrip  with  oonstruc- 
tion,  evetybexly  Jean]  pray. 

“The  crisis  isn't  over.  It's 
going  to  be  a  long  haul." 

Ettaor's  note:  For  more  M>rme- 
tion  on  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
response  to  Ote  Haiti  earttnfuake, 
contact  the  Men's  hdmistry 
Depmtment  of  the  Mississ^ 
Brqrtist  Comention  Board,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jadaon,  MS  392(0-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-3335  or  taO- 
fret  outside  Jackson  (900)  748-1651, 
ext  335.  E-maik  doaOgnMiorg. 
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Transformational  Church  program  imderway  in  SBC 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  TTwee 
dungs  make  a  good  Transfonnatkma] 
Quudt  oansuhanc  a  heart  far  dtuidies,  a 
teachable  spirit,  attd  total  dependenoe  on 
the  Hofy  Spirit 

Vaicmg  drat  criteria  is  Bruoe  Raley, 
director  of  leadership  and  evartgeUsm 
training  attd  events  at  LiieWay  Qvistian 
Resources  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Nashville.  Raley  has  Men 
tasked  with  organizing  the  training  far 
htdividuals  who  will  beaxne 
TrarwiotTnational  Church  consultants. 


birm,  certification  will  be  awarded. 

Raley  said  dte  15-hour  experiential 
trairung  is  crucial  because  it  allows  partic¬ 
ipants  nx 

•  Know  how  to  ootiecdy  analyze  the 
assessment  tooL 

•  Learn  to  facilitate  a  leaders'  retreat 
from  which  will  oome  priorities  for  dte 
church. 

•  Develop  leoominendations  for  action 
plans  far  the  church  to  move  toward  trans- 
tormation. 

•  Coach  the  church  leaders  as  they 


Sbcty-onepeo^  attended  the  first  pub-  inmlementfhepetsonelizec^acL 
Be  TVansfonnatiortal  Church  consultant  the  ftat  step  for  cortsuldnts  is 
trairdttg  at  lifeWay's  home  office  in  Ttansfarniational  Church  by  Thoc 
Nashtdffle.  Four  state  Baptirt  conventions  artd  Ed  StetzeK  a  bextk  based  on  oi 


Nashvule.  Four  state  Baptist  conventions 
—  Missiasippi  Notdi  Onolm^  Keettudey, 
ai%d  the  Soumm  Baptist  Conservatives  of 
Virghtia  —  alrmxly  have  hosted 
ttansfonnatfonal  ehuTOtconsuhrgrt  tiain- 
■ng  events  in  their  own  atatea. 

A  Ihmsfocmational  Churdv  as  Raley 
puts  it  is  otte  where  pectole  become 
more  like  Jesus,  the  church  eels  more 
like  t&s  bcKly,  aird  a  conununity  Icxrks 
more  ■  like  His  Kingdom.  “A 
Transfoimatiotud  Church  cxrnsultant 
doesn't  have  to  be  a  pastor  or  an  expert 
in  church  progrants,'  Raley  said. 
"Anyone  who  has  a  he^  for  the  church 
can  M  trained  to  be  a  consultant." 

"Exf)erietwe  aitd  education  are  goexL 
of  course,"  he  continued,  "but  a 
'IVairsfomnatiotMl  Church  conaultant  ia 
totally  deperulcnt  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
The  cxxisiutant's  job  is  to  guide  a  church 
to  detemtme  its  piioriues  aiul  then 
guide  dw  ^Kxxsa  to  help  the  church 


The  ftat  step  for  consumnbs  is  reading 
Transforniitfonal  Church  by  Thoc  Rainer 
and  Ed  StetzBK  a  bcx)k  baaed  on  one  of  the 
largest  atvd  most  significant  research  pio- 
ieclB  on  the  American  church.  Lifenhy 
Reseatdt  conducted  d«e  imihi-denamjia- 


Ihe  bexx  gives  the  raseatch  findk^ 
die  Tkanatormatianal  Church  inctaa- 


a  church  a  transfocmaiianal  church  and 
will  be  enocMFaged  by  the  stories  of  these 
transfomiational  churches." 

The  second  part  of  the  process  is  die 
church  fiHaig  out  die  assessment  tool 

'This  aasesament  tool  is  done  online  tw 
aiHimberofpea|deinlhechuidvincluc>- 
ingthepa8toc;"Kaley8akL"Thetooiissla- 
tisticaBy  accurate,  resetneh-based  and  doc- 
ttmaSy  aourtcL" 

The  church  can  leciuest  a  oonaultant  to 
help  ginde  dm  throu^  the  prooeas  of 
interwting  the  data  that  oamea  from  the 
tooLRa^  told  partictoants  at  die  training 
amafon  in  November  mat  die  cqBaaamant 


"Yoi;^  as  a  oonsuhant  can  come  in  at 
any  pciint  to  help  guide  the  church 
through  Ihe  proo^"  Raley  aaicL  'As  a 
oorwaant  you  win  have  to  resiat  die  urge 
to 'fix  tt*  far  the  church.  Iffryour  job  to  ha- 
ten  and  ask  OMBtions.' 

Rkby  arid  he  tees  two  main  reasona 
church  laaders  are  embradng  die 
Tharafannatianal  Church  initiative.  "Oie, 
churches  are  in  pain  today,"  he  sakL 


pielc^  the  ooneultarri  wiD  lead  two  church¬ 
es  through  a  consultation  process  uaing 
LifeWay’s  Thuiifarmational  Chprch 
Assesaoient  Tcxil  CTCAD  aa  die  basis  for 
understandiia  the  peroeptians  of  the  con¬ 
gregation.  A&r  two  successful  oonaultB- 


•  A  pastor  reads  Transformational 
C3itirch  and  watchn  the  DVD. 

•  He  uses  the  DVD  to  engage  with 
odwr  leaders. 

•  The  church  takes  the  assesamertf  tool 

•  ftiotifies  and  actions  are  established. 


We  have  tried  the  methodology  md  the 
mimicry.  They  haven't  wotkecL 

"TVvev  Thmefocmational  Church  is  a 
mesaage  of  hope.  It's  research  that  shows 
us  where  Goa  is  working  in  churches. 
Thmaiotmational  Church  is  not  prescrip- 
trve.  It's  desogitive  of  churches  diet  are 
seeing  tranaformation  take  place  in  the 
lives  of  people;  the  church  ira  even  die 
oamBnunity  m  i^ikh  the  church  resides.' 

Relay  SM  his  dream  is  to  see  2AX)  peo> 
pie  tramed  aa  irmaformatinnal  Church 
nowanHents  over  die  next  four  yeaas. 

httA  kiwtfav  Isi  dwi#  efoveirpaaim 
straterrist  far  dri  Kfid-Soum  AaKxialion  in 


Memphg  Was  one  of  the  pacticipanis.  He 
and  iix  odwes  from  Memphis  aOendacL 
T  can  take  what  I  learned  here  and  gp 
bach  and  have  some  deep  converaationa 
with  the  paaton  in  my  area,'*  Martin  said. 


T  dcxi't  know  any  pastor  who  doesn't 
want  his  church  to  be  the  best  it  can  be. 
Encouraging  die  churches  to  take  the 
assesment  and  then  sitting  down  widi 
diem  to  formulate  dieir  individual  plans  is 
something  I  win  look  forward  to  doing' 

Ronnie  Hughes,  pastor  of  Brunswick 
CTem.)  Church,  described  himsdf  as  a 
'paakr  i  ilh  a  heart  far  churches." 

*Pr,rt  jfmyjabasapaatarisootnecting 
with  >  Met  churches  for  die  Kmgcfam  cif 
GcxL''  he  saicL  "Getting  this  training  (as  a 
Thmaformafional  Church  consultant]  will 
hdp  me  have  skflls  to  work  wHh  the 
(hurchea  in  my  area." 

Interested  churches  and  individuals 
have  several  cpIicxiB  in  2011  for  learning 
more  about  leading  churches  .toward 
transformation: 

•  Paator/Staff  Retreat  March  14-lf; 
lifeWky  Riclgecrest  Cbtrierenoe  Center  in 
North  Catolfoa. 

•  Conaultant  Thurung  Jan.  24-26, 
Gruevkia,  UexM;  Feb.  ^23,  NariiviD^ 
Trim.;  March  M,  WnoBUvar  Whah;  Apefl 
11-131  Nashville,  Term.;  May  9-lL 
Fhiadelphia;  Sept  26-2R  Broadview;  ffi. 


Editor’s  note; . .  Vitrf 

www.7hBu^bnftgikfHiUChwtkxofH  for  morr 


Planned  Parenthood  national  organization  begins  power  play 


WASHINGTOl  (BP)  — 
Plttined  Parendtood  Fedeiatian 
of  Ametioi,  the  epuntry's  lead- 
mg  abortion  iwovider;  nu  made 
a  move  that  wUl  fficefy  increase 
its  share  of  die  marf^  in  the 
lethal  procedure  by  reejuiring 
each  ofus  affiliates  to  ofiEer  abor¬ 
tions  in  Id  least  one  chnk. 

A  narmed  Puenthood 
spokeswoman  confirmed  abor¬ 
tions  wiU  be  provided  in  a  chn- 
ic  of  each  affiliate  in  the  eexm- 
try.  The  Daily  Caller  reported. 
A  waiver  may  be  ac^iied, 
however;  in  the  case  of  'unicpie 
local  circumatanexs,'  said  Usa 
DavicL  a  senior  vice  president 
for  the  organization. 

Planned  Parenthexxi 

Federation  of  Ameika  has  95 
affiliateS^md  865  healdi  centers, 
according  to  its  latest  aimual 
rnxMt,  i^ch  covers  the  2006- 
09  fis^  year.  Under  the  new 
rales,  at  least  one  clinic  per  affil¬ 
iate  must  perform  abortions,  a 
Planned  Parenthood  spokes- 
womai;  told  The  Daily  CaUer 

The  :1008-09  report  showed 
Plannerl  Parenthexxi  received 
$3u3.2  million  in  government 
grants  and  contracts  during  the 
year.  Its  affiliates  performed 
more  than  324,000  atxirtions  in 


200^  the  latest  year  for  vdikh 
statistics  are  eviuUble. 

News  about  Planned 
Parendwod's  new  requirement 
broke  when  its  affiliate  in 
Corpus  Chiisti,  Texas,  with¬ 
drew  frc«n  the  organization 
and  changed  its  name.  The 
affiliatfe  became  Family 
Planning  of  the  Coastal  Bend 
on  Jah.  1,  according  to  ffie 
Corpus  Christi  Caller-Times. 

Amanda  Stukenberg  chief 
execnitive  officer  of  the  Corpus 


Kohl's  and  Mrs.  Fields  are  the  the  July  2010  and  December 
two  latest  companies  to  stop  2010  lists  dian  have  ever  been 
their  donations  to  Hanned  dropped  in  the  past,"  LDI 
PaienduxxL  LifeNc  ^.com  President  Dou^M  Seem  saicL 
reported  Jan.  3.  The  accordiiu  tO  a  Dec.  10  report 
announcement  ceune  from  Life  by  LifeNews. 

Dedsioiis  Intematioiial  (LDI),  Ten  companies  were 
which  tracks  corporate  giving  dropped  during  the  last  six 
fn  Planned  Paiendicxid  and  monms,  Scott  said.  They 


puMkdles  a  boycott  list  of  cor¬ 
porations  that  support  the 
organization.  The  list  may  be 
ordered  for  a  fee. 

The  announcement  about 


execninve  omoer  ot  me  c_orpus  The  announcement  about 
Christi  cdiaptei;  said  the  affiii-Q  the  two  companies  follows 
ate  had  never  provided  abor-  the  best  six-month  period  in 


tions  because  local  doctors 
performed  diem. 

Pro-life  blogger  Jill  StanHc,  a 
former  nurse  whose  testimony 
helped  in  passage  of  die  Bom- 
alive  Infants  Protection  Act  in 
2002,  wrote,  T  imagine  that 
insicie  die  industry,  abortion 
wars  are  breaking  exit  even  aa  I 
type,  as  PP  makes  a  maior 
power  play  to  wipe  exit  inde¬ 
pendent  abordcxi  mills. 

'This  is  huge;  devastating  for 
babies.  Statistics  bear  exit  diat  die 
mcne  abortion  millsdiere  ar^  the 
more  abextions  there  are." 

Meanwhile,  Planned 
Parenthexxi  continues  to  lose 
funding  from  corporations. 


LDI's  history.  "[M]ore  corpo- 
raitions  have  bWn  removed 
from  the  boycott  list  between 


t  of  cor-  inducted  Entnpriae  car  rentals, 
ort  the  ^Toys  "R"  Hxbes  magazine, 
may  be  and  Redex,  LifeNews  reported. 

Normally  two  or  thiM  oom- 
t  about  panies  per  six-incmdi  pericxl 
follows  anncnince  diey  have  with- 
‘ricxl  in  drawn  their  support '  from 
!  corpo-  Plaxmed  ParenthoexL  Scott  said, 
emoved  More  dian  270  corpora- 
letween  dons  have  halted  donations 


to  Planned  Paienthcxid, 
according  to  LDI.  The  pro¬ 
life  organization  had  its  gen¬ 
esis  in  Sctott's  founding  in 
1989  of  a  project  to  inform 
corporate  leaders  of  Planned 
Parendiood's  abortion  busi¬ 
ness.  It  incorporated  as  LDI 
in  1992. 
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Analysis:  Current  Tunisia  unrest  part  of  rich  history 


EDITOR'S  NOTE-  Dramatic  political 
changes  are  occurring  in  JUnisia  on  Nordi 
/Africa's  MedUemmean  coast  between  Algeria 
md  Ubya.  Soullm/estem  Seminary  prv^ssor 
Malcoim  B.  Yametl  in  refle^  on  a  visit  to  the 
country,  ds  rich  Christian  history,  anJ  the  need 
for  ^Goepei  to  flourish  there  once  again. 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  — 
Akxi^de  several  other  professors,  lohn 
MaikYeats  and  I  ted  a  group  of  stuctents 
to  Tunisia  several  years  ago  to  study 
North  Ahrican  Chrirtian  history  and  the- 
olow.  Today,  we  see  occurring  what  the 
media  hu  dubbed  a  Jasmine 
Revcdutkxv  which  is  apparently  the  first 
popuJiat  lejectkxi  of  an  Arab  Inder  and 
§ie  first  governmental  change  wrcxif^t 
thnxi^  me  activities  of  Wil&aks. 

Presictent  Zine  d-Abidine  Ben  Ali, 
who  is  accused  of  having  ruled  Tuniaia 
on  behalf  of  the  economic  interests  of 
what  became  known  as  the  Family,  has 
fled  the  country.  It  is  still  undear  as  to 
'what  the  fonn  and  comporition  of  the 
govemment  win  be;  and  TO  interim  gov¬ 
ernment  itself  aheady  has  changed  struc¬ 
ture  in  a  matter  of  hoOis  as  to  frantic 
search  for  oocistttutkxial  tegitiinacy  aixl 
poBtiral  stability  vie  with  cxie  anorot 
The  i^aoe  known  today  as  Tliiiisia  has 
a  and  ooloeful  history.  Phoenician 
traders  settled  there  around  tiie  lOdi 
century  B.C,  estaMiahing  a  cedony  that 
became  the  world  power  knenvn  as 
Caitha«  in  die  sixtii  century  B.C 
TheCarthaginian  navy's  (;apririlitie8, 
shroucted  in  secrecy,  iro  die 
Carthaginian  army's  tactics,  exempli¬ 
fied  in  Hannibal's  surprise  march 
throu^  the  Alps,  were  nooiing  short  of 
briUianL  erven  as  their  reli^on  was 
maitexliw.  incseclibte  brutality. 

Fhoenufan  riiips  bfought  a  bartwifo 
religicxi  from  the  Middle  East,  which 
was  affiliated  with  the  gcxl  known  in  the 
Testament  as  Molech.  h 
Motech's  priests  were  particularly 
adept  at  die  sacrifice  of  infants  by  mak¬ 
ing  diem  "pass  through  the  fire."  TTw 
Carthaginians  sacrificed  dieir  own  chil- 


ture  followed  Roman  agriculture  as  it 
spread  thrcxigh  North  Africa,  south 
toward  diat  cxxanic  desert  now  known 
as  the  Sahara,  east  toward  mcxlem 
Lilwa  and  west  into  Algeria. 

'Umisia  is  filled  with  ancient  sites 
containing  coliseums,  temples,  and 
palaces  from  the  Roman  period.  The 
surviving  mosaics  that  abound  there 
are  absolutely  beautiful  and  indicate 
an  advanced  culture. 

Christianity  thrived  in  the  early  cen¬ 
turies  in  North  Afika.  in  ^te  of  the 
intense  persecution  the  Christians  often 
suffeieo!  The  siga  of  Perpetua  and 
Fefidtas,  two  young  Christian  martyrs, 
stiUmmiresthoeevTOieadofthesuSer- 
ing  of  these  faithful  witnesses.  The  ancient 
arena  in  which  the  Christians  were  mar¬ 
tyred  in  Rexnan  Carthage  and  many  of  the 


whkdi  were  then  raised  by  hidden 
priests  throu^  a  pulley  systenti,  drop¬ 
ping  die  helpless  (Mia  into  a  gaping 
maw  to  be  ccxisumed  in  flames. 

The  bones  of  the  infant  would  dien  be 

interred  in  a  small  stcxie  sarccxdiogus 
and  were  often  deposited  in  die  fouma- 
tion  of  a  new  builoing,  such  as  a  private 
home.  So  many  were  sacrificed  in  the 
hope  it  wcnild  bring  happiness  and 
prosperity  to  a  new  family. 

The  Wes  team  ictea  that  children  are  an 
econcxnic  burden  wcxtly  of  abortion 
was  ffius  prefigured. 

Hundreds  m  children  at  a  time  also 
were  sacrificed  during  times  of  war  as  a 
way  to  appease  their  offended  gcxl.  "nie 
vigor  wim  which  the  Israelite  king 
JosiA  sctppiessed  such  misguided  bn^ 
tality  is,  to  say  die  least,  understandable 
(2  Kings  23:10).  To  dus  day,  I  cannot  for¬ 
get  the  haunting  scene  ot  diousMds  of 
small  stone  sarcophogi  still  littering 
ancient  Cardiage  outstcte  moclem  Tuitis. 

Die  children  paid  for  die  ans  of  dieir 
fathers,  -at  their  fathers'  own  hands. 

When,  in  die  second  century  B.^  die 
Rexnans  finally  put  an  end  to  Carthage 
at  die  oonedurim  of  the  third  Punic  Wai; 
they  salted  the  site  of  die  city  bu  ctevel- 
oped  the  rest  of  Nordi  Africa  into  a 
bieadbcsket  for  Rome  itself.  Rexnan  cul- 


die  imperial  authoriti^  the  bkxxi  of  the 
martyrs  proved  not  to  be  the  burial  of 
the  mur&  of  Jesus  Christ,  but  die  seed 
for  her  growth,  as  Tertullian  noted. 

As  the  (huich  of  Ncxih  Africa  grew  in 
both  difficult  and  easier  times,  it  pio- 
(iucxd  a  number  of  vm  impextant  theolci- 
giana  —  eroeciaDy  TertuOian,  Cypriaa 
and  Augustine  —  who  shaped  the  w^ 
Witstem  Christians  think  abemt  their  hath. 

Tertullian  was  a  converted  Rexnan 
lawyer  active  at  the  turn  of  die  third 
cenniry  A.D.  This  groundbreaking 
chunk  fadier  devekmra  the  rudiments 
of  the  Wbstem  uncCrtsfancling  of  the 
dextrine  of  die  Trinity.  His  lefutatkxi  of 
die  mcxlalist  heresy  has  been  most  hdp- 
ful  to  diose  who  desiie  to  see  God  as  the 
Bible  reveals  Him  to  be. 

TertuUian  also  expressecL  mk#vings 
abexit,  die  innovatbre  doGtriok.  cx'jinfent 
baptism,  avert  as  he  flirted  widi  Ihespiri- 
tualistic  and  ascetic  heresy  of  McxitanSsirt. 

The  eariy  ckuiches  oi  Noidi  Afii^ 
many  of  whose  rains  are  still  in  exis¬ 
tence,  kxig  retained  the  architecture  of  a 
New  Testament  faith.  There  is  nodiii^ 
mexe  informative  than  seeing  cxie  s 
own  eyes  die  extant  visfole  evidence  of 
die  Nexth  Affican  bc^Xisteties  standing, 
scxnetimes  in  the  pattern  of  a  womb,  at 
die  very  entrances  of  their  churdies. 

Moceovei;  these  eariiest  baptisteriM 
were  fully  immerskxiist  Die  late  histexi- 
cid  devetopment  of  infemt  baptism  with 
sprinkling  is  readify  peroeptihse,  for  small 
raised  baptismal  fonts  were  plao^  cen¬ 
turies  later  in  and  over  the  old  immer- 
sionist  and  often  liddy-cteocxated  mosaic 
baptisteries,  the  ruins  of  which  have  been 
preserved  in  die  semi-desert  open  ait 

Cyprian  came  from  die  Rexnan  o'  fo- 
nial  elite  its^  and  brou^  a  stable  ,d- 
ership  to  a  church  experience  ei^ 
mege  thorough  persecution  uneber  the 
emperors  Deems  and  Valerian.  After  the 

Elecian  persecution,  Cyprian  W  die  way 
in  provicling  church  fellowship  to  those 
Cirotians  vriio  had  lapsed  under  perse¬ 
cution  but  who  subseejuendy  repented. 

One  of  his  most  famcxis  wcxks.  On 
the  Unity  of  die  Church,  has  been  the 
source  of  both  inspiratkxi  and  trflnila- 
ticxi  for  dioee  churoies  dependent  upm 
his  dieology  of  episcopacy,  due  to  the 
wcxk's  exigence  in  two  variant  forms. 

Frexn  a  free  church  perspective, 
Cyprian's  legacy  is  most  difficult  for  die 

doctrine  of  the  priesdwcxl  of  all  bdievers 

offering  spiritual  sacrifices  was  lost  in 
the  midst  of  his  advocacy  of  episccpal 
audxxity,  sacerdotal  administoticxi  _of 
the  sacraments,  and  his  peculiar  sacrifi¬ 
cial  presentation  of  the  Lord's  Supper. 


ANCIENT  BAPTISMS  —  In  the  ruins  of  a  church  in  Tunisia,  Malcolm  Yarnell  111 
of  Scxjthwestem  Seminary  stands  in  an  immersionist  baptistery  that,  centuries 
later,  gave  way  to  a  small  raised  font  for  infant  baptisms.  Christianity  is  woven 
throu^  the  fabric  of  the  country  as  political  unrest  continues  to  rise.  (BP  photo 
courtesy  of  the  Center  fex  Theological  Research,  Southwestern  Seminary) 


On  the  other  handL  encouraging  all 
later  Christians,  Cyprian  remained 
finn  in  his  Christian  faidi  and  w<u 
executed  in  258  for  refusing  to  sacri¬ 
fice  to  die  imperial  cult. 

Diou^  Augustine  of  Hippo's  bish¬ 
opric  was.  based  over  die  bexaer  in 
em  .^Igeria,  he  Bent  a  gcxxl  deal  of  his  life 
in  CarduM.  The  mental  portrut  of 
.Augustin^  mothec  Mcxiica,  standirre  at 
the  dock  as  her  son  fled  her  presence  fot  a 
prolate  life  in  Europe  is  (xie  diat  shcxdd 
rtrike  any  Christian  modier^s heart  .i  .-) 
BeroccxiragecL  Christian  paRrits,'for 
Nkxtica's  fetv^  prayers  and  continual 
witness  ended  ni  her  scxi's  cxxiverston: 

Augustiite  discribes  his  oonversicxi  fo 
Qui^and  presents  a  sublime  view  of  the 
lelaticxi  betweei  eternity  and  time)  in  his 
introspective  and  authentically  open 
Confesrions,  a  must  read  for  Christians.  * 
A&er  his  ccxiversion,  Augustiite 
returned  to  Nordi.  Africa,  where  his 
works  were  instrumental  in  helping 
VVIestem  Christians  understand  that  sal- 
vaticxi  is  entirdy  by  cUvine  grace,  as  he 
fou^t  against  the  works-salvation 
tauipit  by  TO  British  mcxik,  Pelagius. 

^mfortunately,  at  the  same  tune  he 
underseexed  divine  grace,  he  also  led 
the  chui^  to  endxace  the  cxxiscience- 
violating  doctrine  of  the  baptismal 
regeneraticig  of  infants. 

m  yet  another  ccxitroversy,  with  die 
Dexiatists,  Augustine  argued  tor  die  uni¬ 
versality  and  unity  of  the  church,  but 
horrifically,  through  the  advocacy  of 
governmental  cpeidcxi  of  unbeliwers 
and  dissenters  into  the  state-supported 
churdies.  hi  yet  another  controve^, 
against  ^Mgans,  who  were  blaming 
TO  fall  of  Rcxne  in  410  cxi  die  rise  of 
Christianity,  Augustine  wcxked  exit  a 
cxxnprehere4ve  jdiilosophy  of  history, 
indurive  r /both  the  sacieci  and  secttlar. 

His  m  xiumental  The  Qty  of  Gcxl  is 
simultaneously  nunestic  and  utte^  per¬ 
suasive.  In  his  15  bexAs  cxi  the  Trinity, 
Augustine  established  the  Western  view 
of  TO  relaticxis  between  die  Fadier,  die 
Scxi  and  the  Holy  Spirit  a  viw  that  idti- 
mately  ended  in  die  theological  divisicxi 
of  Ec»t  and  West 

Augustine's  days  ended  as  his  dty  of 
Hippo  was  under  siege  by  die  invading 
baroarians,  who  would  restructure  and 


shape  Europe  as  we  know  it  today. 
Augustine  of  Nexth  Africa  remains  the 
premiere  theologian  of  Western 
Christianity,  dius  the  faith  of  most 
Europeans  and  Americans  remains  in 
prMound  ways  an  African  faith. 

Althou^  Conetantinople  under 
Iqstinian  d«e  Great  recovered  North 
Africa,  the  Byzantine  empire  could 
not  retain  its  hold  in  the  face  of  the 
onslaught  of  militazy  Islam. 
Ctostians  (and .  Jews)  anrvived  fot 
(xnturics  under  MnsHmi  nila,.>asMl 
huge  Christian  foaveyards  are  still  in 
evidence,  but  widi  time  and  the  slow 
persecnition  of  the  "dhimmitude"  sys¬ 
tem  cxiupled  with  pericxlic  cxislaughts 
of  intense  persecuticxi  worsenecT  by 
the  invasion  of  the  Sicilian  Normans, 
Christianity  (and  Judaism)  were 
eclipsed  by  Islam.  '  .  - 

As  I  survey  the  photogrerohs  of 
protest-tom  Tlinisia,  I  remember  the 
bMuty  of  the  dties  arid,  most  impextant- 
ly,  the  beauty  of  die  people.  1  also 
remember  the  calls  to  prayer  at  dte  Icxal 

Se  diat  wafted  duough  our  open 
ws  every  morning. 

Mosdy,  I  remember  that  Tunisians 
are  now  suffering.  There  are  many 
young  people  who  need  stable 
employment,  and  all  Tunisians  are 
doubtless  concerned  about  what 
tomorrow  will  bring  them.  The  people 
1  encountered  in  Tunisia  were  kind 
ancl  wanted  to  know  about  these  wari- 
dering  Christians,  and,  with  appropri¬ 
ate  prayer  and  cultural  sensitivity, 
diw  were  open  to  hearing  the  Gospel. 

■This  brings  us  to  the  primary  pur¬ 
pose  for  diB  pc»t;  Would  you  please 
pray  for  Tunisia?  Fex  her  political  free¬ 
dom  and  stability,  and  for  the  Gospel  of 
eternal  peace,  once  again,  to  flourish  in 
diis  ^autiful  land.  . ' 

Yarnell  is  associate  professor  of  systemat¬ 
ic  thetdogy  and  director  of  the  Center  for 
Theolo^al  Research  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  (www.su^.edu)  in  Fort  Worth. 
Yarnell  also  is  managing  editor  of  the 
Southwestern  Journal  of  Theology.  John 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life  HfeTds  nrme^?: 

A  lifiestyle  of  Sacrifioe  did  d^& 

Luke  9-.23-62;  Luke  21:14;  Ronuiu  12:1-2  4fS  *“ 

living!  He  asks  us  to 

By  Becky  Brown  something  to  God.  set  aside  all  other 

Sacrifice  is  also  the  1  persons,  places. 

Every  time  I  quote  Luke  offering  presented.  In  things  and  all  other 

9:23,  I  think  first  of  Jesus,  odter  words,  you  sacri-  ET  CETERAS  so  that 

Then,  1  remember  Dr.  Avery  fice  (verb)  a  sacrifice  Brown  die  open  hands  of  our 
Willis,  author  of  the  (noun).  In  tandem  with  lives  will  be  empty 

MasterLife  diacipleship  study,  the  word  sacrifice,  you  will  enough  to  pick  up  our  own 

Way  back  last  century,  his  pic-  usually  find  the  word 'surren-  crosses  to  follow  in  His  steps, 
hire  of  The  Disciple's  Cross  der"  which  means  to  willingly  Decades  of  personal  e*p^- 
heljied  me  see  diat  L  too,  have  yield  something  to  die  posses-  ence  deepen  understanding, 
a  cross  to  carry  for  Christ,  sion  of  another.  The  Word  of  When  I  grt  up  and  pick  up  my 
Thaw  old  songtape84oaacrip-  God  (whidi  has  never  been  cross  daily,  I  make  progre^ 
hire  memoiy  nave  cemented  plain  and  which  will  never  be  When  I  grt  up  and  leave  my 
die  words  of  the  verse  into  my  old,  but  Is  always  new  every  croas  Ivmg  there,  I  stumble 
brain  and  heart  forever.  Jesus  morning)  defines  "sacrifice’’  and  fall  and  make  no  progrm. 
said,  "If  any  man  would  come  and  "surrender"  in  terms  of  Scripture  provides  a  cntic^ 
after  Me,  let  him  deny  himself  the  one  Who  gave  His  life  for  piece  to  the  sacrifioe  mizzle  in 
and  ti^  up  his  cross  daily  and  us.  God  spelu  sacrifice  J-E-S-  Romans  12:1-2.  Paul  tells  tu 
follow  Me.^  U-S.  Jesus  spells  sacrifice  Y-O-  that  we  are  to  be  living  sacri- 

During  January  2011,  we  U  and  M-E.  fices.  Sadly,  most  Chrisd^ 

have  been  learning  about  the  The  giant  step  in  die  would  radier  skip  die  dial- 
lifwtyles  of  community,  lifestyle  of  sacrifice  is  to  fbl-  leiwe  of  these  vera«.  Tney^ 
humility  and  service.  This  low  Jesus  in  salvation  whidi  rad^  drink  anodier  cup  of 
wedg  we  study  the  lifestyle  of  leads  to  humility,  communiW  coffee  while  reading  other 
sacrifi'e.  The  plain  old  book-  and  service.  He  gave  His  life  more  pleasant  devotional 
shelf  dktkmary  defines  "sacri-  for  us.  We  should  be  willing  materials  than  to  determine 
fice"  as  the  act  of  offering  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  Him.  daily  to  be  die  living  sacrifices 


der,  yielding  His  life  willingly  had  as 
to  1  us  Father  and  calling  us  to  the  wi 
do  the  same.  praised 

Luke  9:57-61  introduces  us  Herhei 
to  Woulda,  Coulda  and  dered  t 
Shoulda.  1  call  them  the  diree  impresi 
"hesitators."  Jesus  called  sums, 
them  to  follow.  In  response  to  gave  a! 
Him,  they  did  their  perfect'  His  Ian 
imitations  of  Moses  at  the  I  air 
burning  bush,  "Lord,  here  am  Lord. 

I,  send  som^ody  elw."  Jesus  sjieak 
compares  them  to  the  fanner  because 
and  the  plow.  In  our  grocery  wait  b< 
store  can  world,  folks  do  not  grow  1 
get  the  plowing  thing.  Picture  deep, 
a  fanner  and  a  plow  and  an  for  me 
animal  pulling  them  around  a  make 
field  of  fresh  dirt  AO  is  well  becaus 
as  long  as  die  fanner  keeps  his  can  crj 
ryes  forward  and  his  hands  on  close, 
the  reins  and  the  plow,  me  up. 
Straight  rows  will  be  the  my  ne 
result  If  he  is  distracted  and  died  fc 
looks  away,  the  rows  look  like 
spajdiettL  He  may  as  well  Bwi 
mant  rows  of  HESl-TATERS.  First  C 


help  Niuunan.  He  could  stand 
bef^  his  master,  the  Lord, 
because  he  freely  gave  from 
what  he  freely  reoeii^.  Gehazi 
had  been  moovated  by  greed  to 
take  money  and  dodi». 

As  he  stood  before  his  mas¬ 
ter,  Elislw  asked,  "Was  not  my 
spirit  with  you  when  the  man 

_  _  got  down  nom  his  chariot  to 

the  EmID  livesL  I  will  run  after  meet  you?  Is  this  the  time  to 
him  and  get  somethiM  from  take  money,  or  to  accept 
him"  (2  Ku^  520b;  NiV).  He  clothes,  olive  groves,  vine- 
took  die  oath  of  deadi.  yards,  flocks,  herds,  or 
Whenever  we  choose  to  "run  T.cnservants  and  maidser- 
after"  money  or  diings  instead  var.ts?"  (2  Kin«  526;  NIV). 
of  experienciiig  Gcxl's  grace,  we  The  expanded  fist  of  possible 
make  the  choice  to  feecl  die  insa-  gifts  probably  reflects  what 
tiable  beast  Elisha  had  been  offered  over 

"Gehazi  hurried  after  the  years  of  his  faithful  ser- 
Naaman"  (2  Khigs  521a;  NIV).  vice.  He  accepted  no  gifts,  opt- 
Tlv.  term  for  "hurried  ing  to  freelv  give  of  die  grace 


gave.  He  refused  Naaman's  gift. 

Enter  die  servant.  Goiazi 
was  Elisha's  attendant  He  had  a 
front  row  seat  to  observe 
of  Elisha's  gracious  acts  and  atd- 
iy  tude.  However;  in  contrast  to  his 
m.  master;  Gehazi  was  motivated 
he  by  greed.  Using  the  same  oath 
he  formula  Elisha  used  to  refuse 
(Ts  die  gift,  he  swore,  "As  surriy  as 


Naaman  added, 
"Please  accept  now  a 
^ft  from  your  ser¬ 
vant"  The 
freely  received 


Sick  of  Greed? 

2  Kings  5:14-1620-2224-27  K 

Bv  Dt  W.  Wayne  YanHom  left  off.  He  would  be  JIH 

■'  -  able  to  work  miracles  J 

Years  ago  Jesus'  statement  by  God's  power  and  to 
from  Matdiew  10:8b  became  proclaim  Gcxl's  word 
important  to  me;  *Treely  jrem  with  boldness.  Elisha  VanHom 
have  received,  fre^  give."  'this  used  his  "freely 

statement  summarizes  Christian  received"  grace  to  freely  watei__— - _ 

life  wdL  In  this  week's  lesson  give"  healing  to  the  Syrian  Elisha  was  c^  iiodiing. 

we  see  a  contrast  between  a  general,  Naaman,  from  skin  Therefor^  he  ^  toNamn^ 
pnxdiet  who  operated  out  of  disease.  ^  surdy  ta  die  LCT^  nvw, 

^andhisseA^whooper-  How  did  Najunan  react  to  I  I  will^ao^a 

ated  out  greed.  "Ihe  lesson's  such  an  act  ^  free  grace?  He  djfog"  (2  (5^1; 

tide  is  dirert^  to  each  of  us  began  by  wying,  "Now  I  Swug^aamim  urged 

individually.  Are  you  "ack  of  know  dial  there  is  no  God  m  Hisha  refused  to  take  a  g^  ^ 
greedr  Greed  is  an  insatiable  all  die  world  except  in  Israel"  chose  not  to  cheapm  s 
6^  The  more  you  feed  it,  the  (2  Kings  5:15;  l5lV).  Some  ^ 

more  it  wants.  If  you  are  not  interpret  diis  statement  as  an  ness  traisacbon  tor  persotuu 
careful,  you  will  spend  your  expression  of  mere  exuberance  aggfandizernCTt.  Int^tmgly; 

Ria^  he  concSeted*  a  lie  regarded  his  ^  by  giving 
one  day  wiM  dww  you.  God  Ki^to  the  idob  Naamaxi  about  two  vo.ing  men  who  him  Naaman^  skin  disease. 

wMto  so  mi^  bettejOTVCH^  Sid  Eidier  wav  served  SeconcL  Elisha  envis-  came  to  ElisM  rweding  tmwiey  Gehazi  trad^  pace  for  greed, 

c.  ^  ^  wSf^Jictogb^  the  and  dodies.  Naam-'u  ^0113^.  In  the  end,  he  Became  an  out- 

sHTiS 
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SBC  president  encourages  ^return  to  our  first  love' 


our  people  at  Johraon  Feny  have 
letumed  to  their  first  love 
because  they  leaUy  become  pa»- 
skxtate  about  me  Kingoom 
enterprise  that  Christ  has  us 
caOea  ta  When  we  step  out  in 


Pint  in  aeria 

NASHVUIE,  Fn.(BP)  —  -n» 

December /]amuuy  edition  of 
SBC  LIFE  iiKiudes  an  interview 
with  Southern  Baptii^ 

Convention  President  Bryant 
WridiC  vriw  also  serves  as  pastor 
of  Johnson  Ferry  Chimh  in 
Marietta,  Ga.  FoOcnving  is  a  trarr- 
aaipt  of  the  itrierview,  which 
took  place  S^  21  foOowmghiB 
addrM  to  tfe  SBC  Execu-tive 
Committue  in  Nashville. 

SBC  LIFE:  What  is  your 
vision  for  your  miiustry  at 
president  ot  the  SBC? 

WKlCIfR  As  I  mentioned 
today,  it's  drat  we  would  return 
to  our  first  love;  Jesus  Christ 
That  is  the  starting  point  Ireal- 
iae  that's  not  a  measurable  goal, 
but  it  is  the  heart  of  ymit  I 
would  love  to  see  happen  —  in 
indivKhud^  but  also  m  the  local 
church  arrd  the  dettoonirurtiafL  In 
loring  our  first  love  we  have 
allovM  the  'isais*  —  oaaterial- 
ism,  hedonisav  the  workaholism 
of  bu^nesa,  and  even  churdii- 
arti^  versus  a  true  reiationahip 
with  Christ  —  to  take  preoedettt 
over  the  relatioRahip  with  Ifim. 
when  that  happens  we  lose  our 
spirit  we  lose  our  heart  arrd  we 
lose  a  passion  for  lost  people. 

We've  let  culture  mfiucnce  us 
moie  than  we  have  mfiuenced 
culture  for  Christ 

Growing  out  of  drat  would  be 
a  love  foe  the  lost  I  Impe  dwt 
Southern  Brfdbls  will  seaBjr  grt 
seriousaboutatadicalsqmonti- 
aation  of  the  Greet  Contmisaioa 
That  would  first  be  demcnstiat- 
ed  in  personal  giving.  The  reality 
is  most  who  are  profess^ 

ChrislianB  in  our  chtnches  give 
little  or  nothing  to  the  Lord's 
work.  That  shows  thw  really 
love  dieir  money  more  dtan  they 
love  Jesus.  That's  a  sad  lecdity. 

And  it's  a  huge  burden  to  me, 
especially  wnm  you  consider 
how  Cod  has  blessed  the 
Christians  of  America  and  the 
impact  that  we  could  have  on  the 
wand  in  diaiihg  die  Gospel  by 
using  die  financial  resources  dwt 
have  been  entrusted  to  us.  We 
have  a  window  of  opportunity 
that  we  need  to  make  me  rxtost  of 
and  have  an  urgency  about 

SBC  LIFE:  Do  youhave  any 
kind  of  action  plan  or  st^  that 
you  would  like  to  take  in  order 
to  help  Soudvem  Baptist 
diurdies  recapture  that  first 
love?  . 

.WUGtfP.  RealW,  just  urging 
it  tohappen,  Jt^  ymy  we're  urg¬ 
ing  kxu  chunhes  to-h^ 
scleinn  aaseniMies—  in  Jaraiaiy 
2011  as  a  way  we  cm  cafl  on  die 
Laid  to  heip  us  return  to  our  first 
love  of  Jesiis.  But  also;  in  light  of 
what  has  happened  with  people 
going  on  mission  tr^  at 
Johnenn  Ferry,  Tm  going  to  be 
empliMiziiH  die  vmie  of  mis¬ 
sion  trips.  Axtd  diat  means  hav¬ 
ing  people  reaHy  go  [and]  not 
juM  giving  and  pnyfaig.  A  lot  of  also  the  preparation.  In  that 


discipleahip  training,  you're  Baptists  as  any  denominatian. 

'  I'm  just  hsunted  by  Jasus'  story 
—  not  just  whst  happened  to 
the  yoimger  brothec  out  what 
hqrpenea  to  that  lort  sheep  — 
J«aus  taughi  about  leaving  the 


disdpleatup  training,  you  re 
dewnoping  a  Kingdom  vision. 

SBC  LIFE:  Do  jrou  have  any 
other  ideas  to  nnp  churdies 
recapture  their  first  love? 


frith  and  are  willing  to  sacrifice 
time  and  financial  resources  to 
go  to  anodwr  cukureto  share  the 
Good  News  of  Christ  it  has  a 
way  of  getting  our  priorities  back 
iriim  they  need  to  be 

SBC,  mFE;..  Earlier  dus 
evetdpffoutneniioned  the  role 
of  spiritijal  training  when  peo- 
^  papme  for  nuasion  tr^ 
Does  disdpleship  training 
become  easier  i^ien  people  are 
training  foe  a  ^ledfic  ministry 
event  or  trip? 

WRIGHTS  It  ready  does. 
Going  back  to  that  first  trfo  ciiii^ 
ing  firing  break  in  die  earfy '90b; 

I  aakra  our  student  mfoister  just 
to  get  away  for  a  few  days  of 
prayer  and  fieting  and  to  pray 
abc^  what  could  be  done  to 
give  a  new  vibrancy  to  the  stu¬ 
dent  miriistty.  I  wanted  them  to 
have  die  ehanoato  do  somediing 
sacrifirial  and  toN^crlT  with  dri 
poorest  of  the  poor.  Now  diri 
raafy  struck  a  nerve  widi  diem. 
And  we  required  that  they  go 
throu^  eight  weeks  of  disapi^ 
a^>  txaiiuiigL  it  intenaive 
disapleship  —  I  mean  two 
hours  every  Sunday  id^it  For 
ad  of  our  trips,  each  peiscxi  has 
to  learn  how  to  share  his  or  her 
fiddv  we  talk  about  quiet  time, 
and  we  tadc  riiout  cross-cuhuia] 
iasues  that  they're  going  to  deal 
with.  Thatijtady  eimches  a  _ 
church  when  so  many  go 
through  that 

SBC  LIFE:  That  is  such  sn 
important  component.  If  we 
Slight  that  inmy  going  on 
mission  trips  wid  bring  people 
bade  to  dim  first  love,  ws  not 
just  going  on  the  trip... 


ri^  it 
u  In  du 


WHght 

WRIGHTl  There's  nothing 
more  inqioctant  dim  the  pastor 
preaching  the  Word  md  feeding 
me  flock.  At  Johnson  Fmy,  one 
of  our  core  values  is  sn  taioimg- 
ingmesBigewidimevet'^hang- 
ing  msihodology.  l^th  every 
generation,  even  every  few 
yeacB,dieinediodsindoingjnin- 
istiydiarmbutyounevercatn- 
proinise  the  message.  It's  herd  to 
overestimate  the  impact  of  a 
diurdi  hearing  the  Word  of  God 
from  the  pulpit  in  a  way  that 
they  cm  i^pfy  in  their  evoydm 
life.  When  yciu  do  that  diroum 
BiUe  study  dasaes;  from  cM- 
dren  ad  the  way  to  senior  aduMs, 
dim  you're  ready  budding  dud- 
ples.  It  means  having  Bible 
leaching  as  centrsJ  to  vm  you 
are.  We  don't  have  any  better  dis- 
d{ding  tool  than  the  preaching 
arid  teachirw  of  die  Word  of  God. 
,My  style  oTpreaching  is  much 
'more  a  teadang  style.  I  reriize 
historically  in  Sbumem  Baptist 
life  we've  been  very  strong  on 
evangelistic  dedsiona,  and  I 
dunk  as  you  kxdc  at  what's  hap- 
jd  Johnson  Ferry,  you  see 
~Bimk 'people  would 
tdl  you  that  ciiy  s^e  is  ready 
mote  leadting  with  I 
Hi  dimension  to  die 

SBC  LIFE*  Do  ^ou  have  imy 
odier  st^tegies  for  cultivating  a 
return  to  die  first  love?  _ 

WRIGHT:  Wed,  I  would 
hope  that  fai  ad  of  our  teaching 
of  the  Wxd,  the  ifiajor  focus  S 
Jesus.  The  danger  1%  die  ion 
We're  in  the  church,  if  we  are 
caiefuL  we  can  become  like  the 
elder  brodier  in  Jesus^parride  of 
the  Prodigal  Son.  The  longer 
you're  in  me  church,  die  mote 
you  tend  to  beexane  like  the 
elder  taodier.  That's  as  true  of 


WRIGHT:  I'm  asking  the 
folks  on  the  Committee  cm 
Committees  to  seek  to  have 
dedicated  Christians  who  love 
the  LorcL  love  the  Word,  but 
look  more  like  the  Christisns 
who  make  up  our  cemventiem. 
—  ncS  just  die  Christians  who 
make  up  the  leadership  of  the 
convention.  And  it's  not  just 
black  and  white  —  there  are 
also  Hispanic  and  Asian  — 
we’re  a  very  diverse  lot.  But 
when  you  kxik  at  the  leader¬ 
ship  out  front  in  the  exmven- 
tion,  you  don't  ready  see  m 
accurate  teflectiem  of  me  ethnic 
diversity  in  our  conventiem  as  a 
whole.  We've  got  to  be  very 
intentional  at  this  point  in 
teaching  out,  and  I  heme  dvri 
wid  be  me: 


99  sheepmd  going  out  to  get 
die  one.  ihafs  Ira  heart  of  GcxL 
And  I  just  hope  (hat's  the  heart 
of  peo^  in  our  churches. 

SBC  LIFE:  In  some  churches 
it's  almost  as  thou^  Jesus  has 
been  ledooed  to  merely  being 
die  way  to  enter  into  heswen, 
but  after  you  get  your  "heaven 
pass"  we  fo^  cm  ad  dme 
other  things  in  the  church. 
ongoing  significanoe  and  cen¬ 
trality  of  Jesus  can  be  over¬ 
look^. 


WRIGHTl  That's  ri^t  Jesus 
must  be  central  to  our  message. 
He  must  be  central  to  our  Bfole 
studies.  We  must  alwim  be 
reminded  of  how  He  dealt  with 
sinners.  One  of  the  diings  I  love 
abewt  Jesus  is  diat  there  is  cibvi* 
ou^  nobexly  more  devoted  to 
the  Father's  wid  than  Jesus,  but 
He  was  totally  loved  by  lost 
sinneis,  and  mey  loved  Idm. 
The  reUgious  pec^ile  didn't  like 
Him,  but  He  was  so  loved  by 
siraiers.  U  we  can  have  that 
kind  of  sfriiit  —  die  ^iMt  of 
Jesus,  duS  spirit  aiKi  chruracter 
erf  Jesus  arid  the  missiem  of 
Jesus  —  then  that's  where  wre 
need  to  be. 

SBC  LIFB;  For  more  than  a 
year;  4he  »  Executive 
Conunittee  has  been  working 
TSTfMponBe  mofloh  made 
at  the  2009  Convention 
encouraging  die  SBC  to  have 
a  broader  ethnic  representa¬ 
tion  in  its  leadMship.  What 
steps  can  you  take  as  presi-’ 
dent  to  increase  visibiUty  and 
participation  of  individuals  in 
convention  leadership  that 
would  reflect  die  reality  of 
our  (xmventiem's  multi-etiinic 
makeup? 


SBC  LIFE:  I  dem't  dunk  most 
Southern  Baptists  know  how 
ethnkady  dtverse  our  conven¬ 
tion  is. 

WRIGHT:  Some  of  our 
African-American  pastors  feel 
like  they  are  cm  the  fringe. 
That  is  very  unhealthy;  it's 
not  gcxxl  for  us  and  it  makes 
us  a  pcwier  people  spiritually. 
We  want  to  get  a  taste  of 
heaven  to  tee  what  it's  going 
to  be  like  when  every  edmos 
(ethnic  group)  and  tribe  gath¬ 
er  around  Jesus. 

SBC  LIFE:  Currently, 
almost  95%  of  Cooperative 
Program  funds  received  by 
the  executive  Committee  go 
to . .  fund  the  International 
Mission  Board,  North 
American  Mission  Board  and 
the  six  seminaries.  You  are  cm 
record  saying  that  your 
church  divides  its  support  for 
99C  ministries  at  five  percent 
to  CP  and  five  percent  direct¬ 
ly  to  IMB.  If  Scrathern  Baptists 
across  th^.  land  follow  the 
example  of  johnsem  Ferry, 
some  are  concerned  that 
funding  for  these  other  min¬ 
istries  could  be  dramatically 
impacted.  Given  what  you 
have  led  your  church  to  do, 
what  would  you  say  to  pas¬ 
tors  concerning  the  priority  of 
funding  IMB,  N.^MB,  and 
seminary  training  through  the 
Cooperative  Program? 

WRIGHT  WeU,  the  reason 
Johnsem  Ferry  hi»  dwsen 
tove  ecjually  hjough  the 
Cooperative  Program  and 
directiy  to  the  IMB  is  so  we  can 
give  more  to  international  mis¬ 
sions.  But  we  definitely  know 
the  seminaries  neea  more 
money.  They  are  training  the 
future  leade^iip  of  our  church¬ 
es  for  canyii^  out  the  Great 
Commission  m  our  churches 
and  cm  the  missiem  field. 
Certainly  vie  waint  to  be  a  part 
of  that.  Our  burden  is  how 
much  is  staying  in  file  states, 
eniecialh  in  tiie^Ue  Bdt  states 
where  mere  are  txi  many  SBC 
churches.  But  wre  crirtainly  don’t 
want  to  leave  the  seminaries 
and  NAMB  out  of  the  eejuation. 


